
$203M (47.6%)  
was credited to the Marijuana Tax 
Cash Fund and made available for 

appropriation for a variety  
of purposes.

$40.6M (9.5%)  
was distributed to  

local governments that  
allow retail sales.

$153.6M* (36%)
was allocated to three funds that 
support K-12 education, including 
$120.8 million in excise taxes and 
$32.9 million originating as special 

sales taxes.

$29M (6.8%) 
was retained in the  
General Fund.

What Does Colorado’s Marijuana  
Tax Revenue Pay For?
Source: Colorado Joint Budget Committee 

In FY 20/21, Colorado collected $426.3M in marijuana tax revenue.  
The revenue was divided as follows:

See how the 
Cash Fund 
is used



What Does $203M in  
the Marijuana Tax Cash  
Fund Pay For?
Spending by Destination, FY 2022-23 (excluding $40M  
retained in the General Fund) 

Source: Colorado Office of State Planning and Budgeting

BUILDING EXCELLENT  
SCHOOLS TODAY  

[BEST] 
40.8%

PUBLIC  
HEALTH &  

ENVIRONMENT
Substance Abuse Prevention,  
Public Awareness Campaigns 

7.0% 

STATE PUBLIC  
SCHOOL FUND

8.5%

HUMAN
SERVICES

Mental Health, Substance Use  
Disorder Treatment, Youth Mentoring

15.3%
LOCAL
SHARE

To local governments based on 
percentage of cannabis revenues 
collected within their boundaries

7.5%

EDUCATION

7.2%

HIGHER EDUCATION  2.6%
PUBLIC SAFETY  2.3%
AGRICULTURE  1.9%
GOVERNOR’S OFFICE  1.0%
JUDICIAL BRANCH  0.6%
REVENUE  0.3%
TRANSPORTATION  0.2%

LOCAL  
AFFAIRS

4.6%

8.9%


